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by graft polymerization (col 
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the side chains, on page 15, lines 
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]|ated copending applications because 
aims. Reconsideration in view of the 
presented, is requested. 

as obvious over Maeda 
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photo-decomposable type, photo-polymerizable type, 
photo-modifying type and photo-dimerizable type . 

The reason why Maeda at al . does not show the side chains of 
the invention is explained by the descriptions of Maeda et al. 
itself. Maeda et al. says "the term "hydrogel" indicates a 
polymer having a three-dimensional network constitution, being 
swollen with a solvent mainly comprising water and having no 
flowability. Because electron beam crosslinking reaction in the 
present invention is initiated mainly by the pulling of hydrogen, 
non-specified functional group is crosslinked (see col. 8, lines 
30-36)". 

It is therefore submitted that the crosslinking process of 
Maeda et al. differs from the present invention thereof. 
Furthermore Maeda et al. does not show the specific hydrophilic 
polymer compound which has the side chains constituted by a 
modifying group selected from the groups of photo-dimerizable 
type, photo-decomposable type, photo-polymerizable type, 
photo-modifying type and photo-dimerizable type, as now required 
in the claims. 

It is therefore submitted that Maeda does not show the 
present invention and, in view of the technical differences noted 
above, does not render the present invention obvious by any 
obvious modification of the art. 
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Withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of the 
application are respectfully requested. 



Frishauf, Holtz, Goodman 

& Chick, P.C. 
220 Fifth Ave., 16th Floor 
New York, NY 1000X-7708 
Tel. No. (212) 319-4900 
Fax No. : (212) 319-5101 
MJC/ld 



Respectf 




lsm^<f. CHICK 
Reg. No. 26,853 
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